MONDAY, MAY 14, 2012

7:00 P.M. - REGULAR ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING
Council Chambers, Los Altos City Hall
One North San Antonio Road, Los Altos, California

ROLL CALL
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Members of the audience may bring to the Commission's attention any item that is not on the agenda. Please
complete a "Request to Speak” form and submit it to the Staff Liaison. Speakers are generally given two or
three minutes, at the discretion of the Chair. Please be advised that, by law, the Commission is unable to
discuss or take action on issues presented during the Public Comment Period. According to State Law {also
known as “the Brown Act”) items must first be noticed on the agenda before any discussion or action.

1. Commission Minutes
Approval of minutes — Regular Meeting of April 9, 2012.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

2. Tour of Newby Island Composting Facility
Report by Subcommittee attending tour on April 30, 2012.

3. Climate Action Plan
Activity progtess repott by Environmental Commission Task Force.

4. Disposal and Management of Fixpanded Polystyrene

a. Staff update on Short-Term Trash Load Reduction Plan followed by discussion.

b. Report by Commissioners who attended San Mateo County Plastic Bag Scoping
session on Apml 25, 2012.

5. Increasing Watershed Awareness and Stewardship in Los Altos
a. Fremont Bridge Creek signage.

6. Environmental Commission Website

Staff report on monthly hits to website.



7. Environmental Commission Work Plan Progress Review
Review and discussion of 2012-2013 Work Plan approved by Council at the Joint Meeting

on April 3, 2012.

8. City of Los Altos 60" Anniversary Celebration

Report by Commissioner Anderson on Planning Committee meeting progress.
9. Announcements and Items for Information

a. Annual Commission Training will be held on Tuesday, May 15th. Sign-ins will start
at 5:30 pm and the training will start at 6:00. Remember this is mandatory for all
those commissioners appointed by the Los Altos City Council and for staff liaisons.

b. Report by Chair Bray on May 8, 2012 Council meeting - Extension of Los Altos
involvement in the county Household Hazardous Waste Program through 2015 and zoning code
discussion for two story buildings in downtown,

¢. Environmental Commissioner Representative at May 22 and June 12, 2012 Council
Meeting — Commissioners Anderson and Ardehali respectively.

d. Annual Volunteer Recognition Event, Thur. Apri] 19, 2012 at 5:30pm at LAYC —
comments from attendees.

e. EHarth Day Activities on April 21, 2012 report by attending Subcommittee.

f.  Creek Clean up with GreenTown Los Altos event on May 2012 and request for few
wozds by an Environmental Commissioner; statt at Heritage Oaks Park.

g. Free disposal of household hazardous waste for residents of Los Altos on April 14,
2012 at Foothill College — comments.

COMMISSION REPORTS AND DIRECTIONS ON FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
ADJOURNMENT

P NOTI TO PUBL

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Altos will make reasonable arrangements
to ensure accessibility to this meeting. If you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact
the Human Resources Department 72 hours prior to the meeting at (650) 947-2607.

Agendas, Staff Reports and some associated documents for Environmental Commission items may be viewed on
the Internet at http:/ /losaltosca.gov/committees-commissions/environmental/ meetings.html

On occasion the Environmental Commission may consider agenda items out of order.

All public records relating to an open session item on this agenda, which are not exempt from disclosure
pursuant to the California Public Records Act, and that are disttibuted to a majority of the legislative body, will be
available for public inspection at the Office of the City Clerk’s Office, City of Los Altos, located at One North
San Antonio Read, Los Altos, California at the same time that the public records are distributed or made
available to the legislative body. Any draft contracts, ordinances and resolutions posted on the Internet site or
distrbuted in advance of the Environmental Commission meeting may not be the final documents approved by
the Commission. Contact the City Clerk at (650) 947-2720 for the final document.

If you wish to provide written materials, please provide the Environmental Commission Staff Liaison with 10
copies of any document that you would like to submit to the Commissioners in order for it to become part of
the public record.

For other questions regardine the meetine nroceedines. nlease contact the City Clerk at (650) 947-2720.




Environmental Commission Alinutes
Aprdl 9, 2012
Page 1 of 2

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
OF THE CITY OF LOS ALTOS, HELD ON MONDAY, APRIL 9, 2012 AT
7:00 P.M. AT LOS ALTOS CITY HALL, ONE NORTH SAN ANTONIO ROAD,

LOS ALTOS, CALIFORNIA
ROLL CALL
PRESENT: Bray, Eyre, DeMichiel Anderson, Reed, Ardehali

ABSENT: Keller
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA
Comments presented by:
1. Doug Baney regarding fireplace wood smoke issues on health and property use.
2. Gary Hedden regarding GreenTown Los Altos three announcements; Solarize Los Altos,
Drive Less Challenge and electric charging stations.

1. Commission Minutes
MOTION BY COMMISSIONER DeMICHIEL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
ANDERSON to approve the minutes of the meeting of March 12, 2012. THE MOTION
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

2. Environmental Commission Annual Report to City Council

Review and discussion of the presentation to City Council at the Joint Meeting on April 3, 2012
to report on 2011-2012 Accomplishments and the 2012-2013 Work Plan.

Discussion was led by Chair Bray of each Goal on the Work Plan and action items for May.
3. Climate Action Plan

Activity progress report by Environmental Commission Task Force and discussion on next
steps working with consultant, PMC and staff.

4, Tour of Newby Island Composting Facility

Report by subcommittee on tour facility scheduled on April 30 9:30am-12:30pm.

5. Disposal and Management of Expanded Polystyrene

Staff commenet on Short-Term Trash Load Reduction Plan.

6. Increasing Watershed Awareness and Stewardship in Los Altos
Comment by Commissioner Eyre.
7. Environmental Commission Website

Staff report on 133 hits from last month report and 407 hits for the vear to website.
Discussion of articles for the website.



8. City_of Los Altos 60" Anniversary Celebration
Commissioner Anderson will report on Planning Cominittee meeting progress mn May.,

9, Ideas for Improving Environmental Commission Operating Effectiveness

Discussion with recommendations, Chair Bray will make action updates in red; Commissioner
Eyre will assist.

10. Announcements and Items for Information

1. Environmental Commissioner Representative at April 10 and 24, and May 8, 2012
Council Meeting — Commissioners Reed, Evre and Chair Bray respectively.

)

Annual Volunteer Recognition Event, Thur. April 19, 2012 at 5:30pm at LAYC.

3. Earth Day Activities on April 21, 2012 and table staffed by Vice Chair Eyre,
Comimissioners Reed and Ardehali

4. Creek Clean up with GreenT'own Los Altos event May 2012 and request for few words
by an Environmental Commissioner; start at Heritage Oaks Park.

5. Creek Clean up Sept. 17, 2012, 9-12 noon link is
http:/ /www.cleanacreek.org/upcomingcleanupevents_CCD11.asp

6. Free disposal of houschold hazardous waste for residents of Los Altos on April 14,
2012 at Foothill College.

COMMISSION REPORTS AND DIRECTIONS ON FUTURE AGENDA I'TEMS

ADJOURNMENT

Chair Bray adjourned the meeting at 9:05 p.m.

1. Logan, Assistant City Manager and Staff Liaison
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NoTicE OF PREPARATION
OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
COUNTY OF SAN MATEO SINGLE UsE BAG BAN ORDINANCE

DATE: April 8, 2012
TO: State Clearinghouse, Responsible Agencles, Organizations and Interested Parties
LEAD AGENCY: County of San Mateo

The County of San Mateo intends to prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for a proposed
Single Use Bag Ban Ordinance. In accordance with Section 15082 of the State CEQA Guidelines,
the County of San Mateo has prepared this Natice of Preparation to provide Responsible Agencies
and other interested parties with information describing the proposal and its potential environmental
effects. The County has prepared the attached Project Description. The environmental factors that
the County has determined would potentially be affected by the project include:

s Air Quality = Hydrology/Water Quality
« Biological Resources + Hilities and Service Sysiems
e Greenhouse Gas Emissions

PROJECT SPONSOR: County of San Mateo Health System
Environmental Health Services
2000 Alameda de las Pulgas, Suite 100
San Mateo, CA 94403
Contact: Dean D. Peterson, Director
(650) 372-6200

PROJECT LOCATIONS: The Single Use Bag Ban Ordinanceé would apply to any commercial
establistiment that sells perishable or nonperishable goods, including, but not Emited to, clothing,
food, and personal items directly to the customer; and is located within or doing business within the
geographical limits of unincorporated San Mateo County and within the following participating
municipalities:

San Mateo County Santa Clara County
= Belmont o Milbrae o Milpitas
¢ Brisbane » Pacifica + Cuperlino
+ Buringame = Partola Valley s Los Gatos
s Colma * Redwood City ¢ Los Altos
= Daly City e San Bruno e Campbell
» [East Palo Alto » San Carlos = Mountain View
e Faoster City * San Mateo
» Half Moon Bay « South San Francisco
* Menlo Park *»  Woodside

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The proposed Single Use Bag Ban Ordinance {Proposed Ordinance)
would regulate the use of paper and plastic single use camyout bags within the participating
muhicipalities. Participating municipalities include the County of San Mateo and 24 cities in San
Mateo and Santa Clara counties (see list above under “Project Locations”). The Propased
Ordinance would apply to all retail establishments located within the limits of the participating
municipalities, including those selling ciothing, food, and personal items directiy to the customer. It
would not apply to restaurants. The ordinance would (1) prohibit the free distribution of single use

U Y Y SO



carryout paper and plastic bags and (2) require retail establishments to charge customers for
recycled paper bags and reusable bags at the point of sale. The minimum charge would be ten
cents ($0.10) until December 31, 2014 and twenty-five cents ($0.25) on or after January 1, 2015.

The intent of the ordinance is to reduce the environmental impacts related to the use of single
use carmryout bags, and to promote a shift toward the use of reusable bags. it is anticipated that
by prohibiting single use plastic carryout bags and requiring a mandatory charge for each paper
bag distributed by retailers, the Proposed Crdinance would provide a disincentive to customers
to request paper bags when shopping at regulated stores and promote a shift fo the use of
reusable bags by retail customers, while reducing the number of single use plastic and paper
bags within the participating municipalities.

Single use plastic carryout bags are defined as bags made from petroleum or bio-based plastic’
that are less than 2.25 millimeters thick. The Proposed Ordinance would prohibit retailers from
distributing both petroleum and bio-based single use camyout plastic bags at the point of sale.
The Proposed Ordinance would not prohibit the distribution of plastic “product bags®, as defined,
which includes bags without handies provided to a customer (1) to transport prepared food,
produce, bulk food or meat from a department within a store to the point of sale; (2) to hold
prescription medication dispensed from a phamacy; or (3) to segregate food or merchandise
that could damage or contaminate other food or merchandise when placed together in a
reusable bag or recycled paper bag. The ordinance would not apply to restaurants and other
food service providers, allowing them to provide piastic bags to customers for prepared take-out
food intended for consumption off of the food provider's premises.

As noted above, the Proposed Ordinance would require regulated retailers to impose a
mandatory charge for each paper carryout bag provided. Retail establishments would be
required to keep complete an accurate record (including documents of the purchase and sale of
any recycled paper bag or reusable bag) for a minimum period of three years from the date of
purchase and sale. The record must be available for inspection during regular business hours
by any County employee autharized to enforce this part at no cost to the County. The charge
would be retained by the affected stores to compensate the stores for increased costs related to
compliance with the ordinance, actital costs associated with providing recyclable paper carmryout
bags or reusable bags, and costs associated with a store’s educational materials or education
campaign encouraging the use of reusable bags.

REVIEW PERIOD: As spedified by the State CEQA Guidelines, the Notice of Preparation will be
circulated for a 30-day review period. The Lead Agency welcomes agency and public input during
this period regarding the scope and content of environmental information that must be included in
the Draft EIR. Responses to this Notice of Preparation may be submitted, in writing, by 5:30
p-m. on May 6, 2012, to:

Camille M. Leung, Planner
Planning and Building Department
455 County Center, Second Floor
Redwood City, CA 94063
cleung@smcgov.org

{650) 363-1826

! Bags made with at least 90% starch from renewable resources such as com, potato, tapioca, or wheat,
or from polyesters, manufactured from hydrocarbons, or starch—polyester blends.




PUBLIC SCOPING MEETINGS: Scoping meetings will be held during the comment period to take
comments related to the scope of the environmental issues to be analyzed within the Draft EIR,
The dates, times, and locations. of the scoping meeting are listed below.

Ted Adcock Community/Senior
April 18, 2012 Center Sun Room
6:00 P.M. Half Moon Bay 535 Kelly Avenue
Half Moon Bay, CA
San Mateo Public Library
April 19, 2012 Oak Room
5:30 P.M. San Mateo 55 West Third Ave
San Mateo, CA
City Council Chambers
April 25, 2012 Mountain View 500 Castro Street
6:00 P.M. _ Mountain View, CA
. Municipal Services Buiiding
Ap;hgsi‘,ﬁm South San Francisco 33 Amroyo Drive
) o South San Francisco, CA
Campbell Library
Mg{)g 'p23|12 Campbeli 77 Harrison Avenue
. i Campbell, CA
Barbara [ee Senicr Center
May 3, 2012 Miipitas 40 North Milpitas Bvd, Rm 140
: - Milpitas, CA
Redwood City Library
M 22 Redwood City 1044 Middlefield Rd
) - Redwood City, CA
A 3 Jaolin
£ Dean D. Peterson, PE, REHS Date

Director, Environntental Health Services.
County of San Matec Health System
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Los Altos
Environmental
Commission

The seven-member Environmental Commission studies and makes recommendations
to Council on issues that affect the natural and built environment in the City and the
region. The Commission’s mission is to advise the City Council on issues related to
environmental sustainability and provide information and education to the public on
environmentally sustainabie lifestyles.

The Commission’s work plan for 2012-2013 includes:

« Education and outreach to residents and businesses on ways to improve
environmentai quality within Los Altos, including development of content for the
Los Altos Environment’ web site, http://www.losaltosenvironment.org/
Assisting City staff in developing a Climate Action Plan for Los Altos
Promoting watershed stewardship and water conservation
Advancing the diversion of solid waste from the landfill
Studying and recommending program options for environmentally-harmful
products such as Expanded Polystyrene and Single-Use Plastic Bags

The Commission meets the second
Monday of each month at 7:00pm in the
Los Altos City Council Chambers.

The public is invited and welcome to
attend Commission meetings. Members
of the public may comment on any agenda
item, or speak at the beginning of the
meeting on any topic not on the agenda.

To automatically receive the Environmental Commission agenda before each meeting,
sign up for email notification at: http:/imww.losaltosca.gov/listservilist.html

For more information about the Environmental Commission, or to provide suggestions
for improving sustainability in Los Altos, please email: environmental@Ilosaltosca.gov




